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According to a recent report by the State-run Industry, Mining and Energy Secretariat (SEMIP),
in 1990 the mining sector's installed capacity utilization rate was 50%, down 3.2% compared to the
previous year. Overall production capacity remained the same as in 1989. Sectoral investment last
year totaled about $601 million, an increase of 200% compared to 1989. The mining sector's trade
surplus in 1990 increased 17.4%, result of a 14.8% decline in import spending, and a 4% increase in
export revenues. The following state-run companies recorded output cutbacks in 1990: Azufrera
Panamericana (-4.7%), Compania Exploradora del Istmo (-3%), Roca Fosforica Mexicana (-2.6%),
and Minera Carbonifera Rio Escondido (-5.8%). (Sources: Uno Mas Uno, La Jornada, 04/24/91; El
Financiero, 04/25/91)
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